Author Ethics and Malpractice Guidelines Summary

The journal encourages authors and editors to follow COPE policy. Authors should consider the following before publishing with the journal:

· Authorship: Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution to the conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the reported study. Transparency about the contributions of authors is encouraged, for example in the form of a CRediT author statement, or follow The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) recommendations.
· Access to data and Data retention: Authors may be asked to provide raw data and materials regarding specific manuscript for editorial review and are encouraged to provide public access to such data.
· Originality and plagiarism: Authors need to ensure that they have written entirely original works, and if they used the work and/or words of others, they need to cite or quote or referred to the works of others properly. Proper acknowledgment of the work of others must always be given.
· Multiple, redundant or concurrent publication: In principle the journal does not accept any publications that essentially the same with previous publications, including those published in open sources. Publication in the form of an abstract (at an academic conference), publication as an academic thesis and preserved in university library, publication as an electronic preprint do not count as previous publication by this journal.
· Conflicts of Interest: Authors are required to disclose all relationships that could be viewed as presenting a potential Conflict of Interest.
· Fundamental errors in publication: Once authors discover a fundamental error or inaccuracy in their own publications with the journal, they are required to notify the journal’s editorial office immediately and to work with the editorial office for any further action regarding correction or retraction of their publication.  
· Hazards and human or animal subjects: Compliance Statements are required if the research in a submission involve chemicals, procedures or equipment that have any unusual hazards inherent in their use, or if it involves the use of animal or human subjects.
· The journal encourages the authors to follow the guidelines below if applicable:

DoH The Declaration of Helsinki for studies involving human subjects: https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/declaration-of-helsinki/
CONSORT for randomized controlled trials http://www.consort-statement.org/consort-2010 
TREND for non-randomized trials https://www.cdc.gov/trendstatement/ 
PRISMA for systematic review and meta-analyses http://www.prisma-statement.org/ 
CARE for case reports http://www.care-statement.org/resources/checklist 
STROBE for observational studies https://www.strobe-statement.org/index.php?id=available-checklists 
STREGA for genetic association studies http://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/strobe-strega/ 
SRQR for qualitative studies https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/srqr/ 
STARD for diagnostic accuracy studies http://www.stard-statement.org/ 
ARRIVE for animal experiments https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines
